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Adm. O'Neill Confirmed 


For Commandant Post 


Rear Admiral Merlin O’Neill, Assistant 
Commandant of the Coast Guard since 
15 February, 1946, will Com- 
mandant 1 January, 1950, upon the re- 
tirement of Admiral Joseph F. Farley. 
He will serve four years. 

Adm. O'’Neill’s name was 
nomination by the President 12 October 
with the recommendation his rank be 
raised to vice admiral. The Senate gave 


become 


placed in 


prompt approval. 

Simultaneously the Senate approved a 
Presidential recommendation that Cap- 
tain Louis W. Perkins, commander of 
the 2nd Coast Guard District, St. Louis, 
Mo., become a rear admiral 1 December. 

A native of Ohio, Adm. O'Neill 
appointed a cadet in July 1918, and com- 


was 


missioned as an ensign in 1921. Follow- 
ing several sea assignments, including 


two Bering Sea cruises and command of 
the Erricsson, he returned to the Acad- 
1927 later was 
designated as of Cadets, 
participating in three summer practice 


emy in and two years 


Commandant 


cruises, 

In the next five years he was com- 
manding officer of four vessels. He was 
transferred to Headquarters in 1935 in 
the Office of Operations. In 1937 he was 
technical advisor to the United States 
delegation at the International Whaling 
Conference in’ London. When the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary was formed, Adm, 
O'Neill served as its first chief director. 

In October, 1942, he became command- 
ing officer of the USS Leonard Wood, 
an assault transport, recently awarded 


the Navy Unit Commendation for 1942-5 


860323 
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operations. His ship took part in 
amphibious operations in North Africa, 
Sicily, Gilbert Islands and Marshall Is- 
lands. For exceptionally meritorious 
conduct during the Sicily campaign he 
was awarded the Legion of Merit. He 
returned to shore duty in May, 1944. 

Capt. Perkins, of Waltham, Mass., was 
graduated from the Coast Guard Acad- 
emy in 1918. His many assignments in- 
cluded command of the Escanaba, first 
vessel to accomplish a pre-season open- 
ing of the Straits of Mackinac, command 
of the Navy Transport Hunter Lig- 
gett (1941-8) during the Guadalcanal 
invasion, command of the North Atlantic 
Ocean .Patrol at Argentia, N. F., and 
service in all waters surrounding the 
United States, ranging from Newfound- 
land to the Gulf, California to the Bering 
Sea and the Great Lakes. He also was 
Chief of Public Information (1935-6) 
and served four years as Commandant 
of Cadets. 


Gold Star Mothers Hear 
Cdr. Sprow At Arlington 


The obligation of the living to appre- 
ciate and respect the contribution of the 
Nation’s heroic dead was emphasized by 
Commander N. W. Sprow, chief of the 
Military Morale Division, in the annual 
Gold Star Mothers’ Day ceremonies at 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, Ar- 
lington, Va. 

Cdr. Sprow was the Coast Guard rep- 
resentative at the ceremonies, in which 
services and veterans’ groups partici- 
pated. National President and Founder 
Mathilda Burling presided. 
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John Henrie Is Returned 
As League Commander 


National Commander John P. Henrie, 
Glenside, Pa., overcame a determined bid 
by National Judge Advocate Orvis H. 
Saxby, Boston, Mass., to win reelection 
to the top post of the Coast Guard League 
in its fourth annual convention 29 Sep- 
tember-2 October at Chicago, Ill. Saxby 
went into a lead early in the voting, but 
lost out, 65-15. 


Six nominees contested for the four 


posts of National Vice Commander, re- 
sulting in the election of Mrs. Ramone 
Theill, San Francisco; Nicholas S. Val- 
entine, Syracuse, N. Y.; Charles Hart- 


zell, San Juan, P. R.; and George M. 
Bradley, Washington, D. C., in the order 
indicated. were E. P. 
Schaffer, Chicago, and Harvey Hawgood, 
Cleveland. 

M. F. Kneeland, Portland, Ore., was 
selected Judge Advocate, and the posi- 
tion of Paymaster was accorded R. J. 
O’Brien, Paterson, N. J. The National 
Board of Directors then unanimously 
reappointed A. J. Caliendo, at Coast 
Guard Headquarters, Washington, as Na- 
tional Director. 

More than 400 and 
the largest attendance so far, crowded 
Chicago’s Hotel Sherman for three days’ 
business sessions and a day of sightsee- 
ing. They cheered the announcement 
that the 1950 convention will be held in 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. Earlier they 
had increased their stature as a national 
organization by appointing the Coast 
Guard Magazine as the official League 
publication. 

The Convention was welcomed by state, 
county and city representatives, includ- 
ing Captain Joseph T. McCarthy, ex- 
Marine and a Congressional Medal of 
Honor man, who recounted instances of 
Coast Guard-Marine Corps liaison in the 
South Pacific. Captain N. 8S. Fulford, 
representing Captain J. S. Hirshfield, 9th 
CG District commander, expressed Coast 
Guard appreciation of League aims and 
achievements. 

The Convention assembly was treated 


Unsuccessful 


members guests, 


to an encouraging “Spartners” report that 
they had repaid a $500 loan obtained for 
initial operating expenses, had organized 
chapters in seven Districts and that 89 
new members had been enrolled. Mrs, 
Emma R. Crowe, Baltimore, of the 5th 
League District and commander of “‘Bald- 
win 502” Chapter, appeared in the absence 
of the first National Spartner Commander, 
Mrs. Zelda Eliot, Hollywood, Cal. 

A League determination to press hard 
during the coming year for new members 
was heightened by the explanatory report 
of Commander Walter J. Ecroyd, League 
Chapter 802, New Orleans, whose organi- 
zation scored the largest gain in member- 
Accomplishments 
of individual chapters over the country, 
ranging from veterans’ housing projects 
to League publicity campaigns, were re- 
lated with considerable pride by deleg- 
gates. 

Captain S. F. Gray, chief of Coast 
Guard Public Information, addressed 
members at a luncheon on the value of 
the League members’ widespread, per- 
sonal contacts to the overall public in- 
formation program. 

The delegates were guests of Comman- 
der Carl Bowman aboard the Mackinaw 
for a two-hour cruise 30 September and 
then followed an escorted tour of the 
metropolitan area in buses, 

Admiral Joseph F. Farley, Coast Guard 
Commandant, delivered the principal ad- 
dress at the annual banquet 1 October in 
the Sherman’s Bal Tabarin Room. The 
Commandant praised the League’s aid 
to the Service, citing specifically its parti- 
cipation in the Coast Guard Memorial 
Chapel Fund drive and the establishment 
of the annual League award at the Coast 
Guard Academy for proficiency in navi- 
gation. He pointed out that the League’s 
enlarging scope of activities is reflected 
throughout the Service in increased incen- 
tive and better morale. Later the Com- 
mandant broke precedent to swear in the 
newly-elected National officers. 


ships in the past year. 


The office of the 17th Coast Guard Dis- 
trict was transferred 24 September to 
Juneau, Alaska. 
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MACKINAW IS HOST TO COAST GUARD LEAGUE DELEGATES 


Delegates to the fourth annual convention of the Coast Guard League at Chicago, 
Ill., boarded this well-known Great Lakes vessel for a pleasant two-hour cruise and 


thus gained respite from the series of business meetings at a downtown hotel. 


Guests also were treated to a close-up view of the aids to navigation shown in the 


background. 


Gold Coast Resident 
Offers Self As Recruit 


The offer of a 19-year-old resident of 
Kumasi, Gold Coast, West Africa, to come 
to the United States and join the Coast 
Guard has been politely declined because 
of his lack of U. S. citizenship. 
respondent said he was replying to a re- 
cruiting advertisement carried in a Chi- 


The cor- 


cago newspaper. 

The writer said he could not “express 
the greatness of joy” when he saw the ad, 
and thereupon decided to accept “without 
Salary.” Addressing his letter to the 
“President,” the youth wrote “you are 
hever expecting a letter from such distant 


fellow, several miles away from Chicago” 
and that 
learn the Coast Guard wanted men.” 

The youth pointed out that his favorite 


he was “extremely happy to 


profession is mechanical engineering 
draughtmanship and, requesting a reply 
“by sea or by: air,” concluded the heart- 
felt plea with,“may God be with thee till 
I come and meet you here, I am, your dear 


& New Seeker.” 


A F4F Wildeat fighter plane, its guns 
loaded and canopy open, was fished from 
the bottom of the ocean off the Columbia 
River by a dragboat. It presumably had 
been “ditched” during World War II by 
a carrier pilot. 
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Secretary John Snyder 
On Academy Radio Show 


“The United States Coast Guard, with 
its history of unselfish service to those 
who live by the ways of the sea, may be 
certain of a position high on the list of 
those Government agencies which the na- 
tion regards as indispensable,” said Sec- 
retary of the Treasury John W. Snyder 
in a radio address 1 October from the 
Coast Guard Academy at New London, 
Conn, 

Secretary Snyder, visiting the Acad- 
emy on the annual “Secretary’s Day,” 
was a guest speaker on the Mutual Broad- 
easting System’s network show, “Your 
Coast Guard Academy on Parade.” The 
30-minute program, the first of 26 weekly 
productions, originated in the Academy 
Auditorium. 

The Coast Guard, he said, has assumed 
broadened peacetime duties with greatly 
diminished personnel and “I think that 
the record of the past years, a record 
studded with acts of heroism and sacri- 
fice, amply demonstrates the Coast 
Guard’s resourcefulness and its adapta- 


bility to change.” He added his impres- 





Quarter of Ship's Cost 
Laid to Safety Features 

United States sea safety regulations, 
which exceed the requirements of the 
International Safety at Sea Convention, 
have raised shipbuilding costs but at the 
same time have given this nation the 
safest ships afloat, according to Rear 
Admiral H. C. Shepheard, Chief of Mer- 
chant Marine Safety Division. 

Safety features, he said, account for 
approximately one-fourth of the cost of 
American ship construction. As a re- 
sult, in the last 50 years the U. S. has 
had the lowest number of ship casualties 
of all the 13 leading maritime countries. 

To attain this record, Adm. Shepheard 
pointed out, American owners have to pay 
more for their vessels than do foreign 
competitors, and this admittedly is a 
competitive disadvantage. 
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sion that the veteran officers visiting the 
Academy 1 October for Homecoming had 
maintained the “pride of tradition so evi- 
dent in their undergraduate days.” 

The Secretary, accompanied by Rear 
Admiral Merlin O'Neill, Assistant Com- 
mandant, was met by a cadet honor guard 
and accorded the 19-gun salute custo- 
marily given those of Cabinet rank. Fol- 
lowing a review of the Cadet Battalion, 
the Secretary enjoyed lunch with the 
cadets in the Mess Hall and then pro- 
ceeded to Jones Field to see the Academy 
football team take its first defeat of the 
season at the hands of Amherst, 27-13. 

Later in the afternoon he conferred 
with members of the 1950 class at Hamil- 
ton Hall. Presidents and vice-presidents 
of other classes also attended the meet- 
ing. The day’s schedule concluded with 
a dinner dance in the Recreation Hall. 


Secretary Matthews 
Appreciates Air Escort 


When an aircraft in which he was a 
passenger developed engine trouble 600 
miles out while en route from Moffett 
Field, Cal., to Honolulu, Secretary of the 
Navy Francis P. Matthews reported he 
was “most comforted” at daybreak to see 
a Coast Guard plane escorting the crip- 
pled Navy R5D back to base. 

In a letter to the Commandant, Secre- 
tary Matthews thanked the Coast Guard 
crew by name and termed its assistance 
a “commendable performance of the tra- 
ditional Coast Guard duties.” 

The Coast Guard intercepted the Navy 
pilot’s report that a connecting rod had 
pierced the crankcase of an engine and 
immediately alerted a rescue plane pi- 
loted by LTJG Joseph N. Weber. The 
planes made contact during darkness. 


The Mackinac, on North Atlantic 
Ocean Station, kept her radar operative 
through an assist by a Coast Guard air- 
eraft. In need of radar repair parts 
while on station, she requested fast ac- 


tion. A PBIG was dispatched from Floyd 
Bennett Field and made a_ successful 
delivery. 
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MEETS CADET GRID CAPTAIN 


Secretary of the Treasury John W. Snyder (left), visiting the Coast Guard Acad- 
emy at New London, Conn., 1 October on the annual Secretary’s Day, took advantage 
of the occasion to meet Sidney Vaughn, Jr. (center) of St. Petersburg, Fla., captain 


of the Academy’s 1949 football team. 


Admiral W. N. Derby, Superintendent of the 


Academy (right), made the introduction just before the kickoff for the game with 


Amherst. 


Capt. William McGuire 
Retires As Inspector 


Captain William W. McGuire, retiring 
Marine Inspection Officer of the 3rd Coast 
Guard District, New York, was guest of 
honor at a luncheon given by Rear Ad- 
miral Ed H. Smith at Pier 9, East River. 
Guests included Captain Lewis B. Shack- 
elford, who succeeds Capt. McGuire. 

Captain McGuire started his seagoing 
career at 17, and enlisted in the Navy 
during World War I. Immediately upon 
discharge he joined the Merchant Marine, 
and in 1929 became an inspector in the 


Steamboat Inspection Service. In 1940 he 


was promoted to Local Inspector of Hulls, 
Port of New York. When the Bureau of 
Marine Inspection was transferred to the 
Coast Guard during World War II he was 
named Officer-in-Charge of the New York 
Inspection District. Subsequently he was 
commissioned captain. 

Capt. Shackelford formerly was Officer- 
in-Charge of Marine Inspection at Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 


According to the Tower (Minn.) News, 
a Coast Guard Auxiliary flotilla of 17 
members was organized on Lake Vermil- 
lion by, Commander R. R. Waesche, 9th 
District Commander. 
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Title 14 Prohibits Use 
Of “CG” Without Okeh 


(The following is the third and final 
“highlighting” of revisions, new material 
and clarification afforded by the recent 
codification of Coast Guard laws through 
Title 14, U. S. Code, effective 1 November. ) 

The unauthorized use of the words 
“Coast Guard,” or any derivative thereof, 
is made acrime. The report of the House 
Judiciary Committee said, “This is be- 
lieved to be a desirable prohibition in 
view of the many commercial organiza- 
tions which are selling manufacturing 
equipment approved by the Coast Guard 
and selling same to vessels in the United 
States.” 

The Coast Guard, as well as the per- 
sonnel thereof, now may furnish clothing 
and subsistence to destitute shipwrecked 
persons. Personnel who furnish clothing 
may be reimbursed in cash or in kind. 

A new medal, to be known as the Coast 
Guard Medal, is established. It parallels 
the Navy and Marine Corps Medal and 
will be awarded under the same circum- 
stances. 

The acts for which the Treasury’s life- 
saving medals are to be awarded are de- 
fined simply and without any geographical 
or jurisdictional limitations. The old law, 
composed of statutes enacted separately 
between 1874 and 1897, has not been “en- 
tirely satisfactory.” 

Chapter 15, referring to discipline and 
related matters, was set up to make Coast 
Guard disciplinary statutes substantially 
parallel to Articles for the Government 
of the Navy within limitations of the 
Coast Guard disciplinary system. 

The Secretary of the Treasury is au- 
thorized to delegate to the Commandant 
any of the authority granted to him in 
respect to Coast Guard administration. 

The Secretary of the Treasury is au- 
thorized to negotiate amicable settlement 
of claims against the U. 8. arising out of 
operation of Coast Guard vessels up to 
$25,000. This is expected to reduce civil 
litigation and Congressional claims, as 
well as expediting settlement. 
Description of the purpose of the Re- 
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serve is changed from “to perform such 
extraordinary duties as may be necessi- 
tated by emergency conditions” to “to 
enable the Coast Guard to perform its 
functions and duties at all times.” 

Reserve members now may be continued 
on active duty for six months after ter- 
mination of a war or emergency. 

The restriction on initial appointments 
in the Reserve is eliminated entirely so 
that these may be made in the grade of 
rear admiral or below. 


Reserve Bill Struck Out; 
Another Try Planned 


The request for funds to activate the 
U. S. Coast Guard Reserve again was 
deferred in October, when a House-Sen- 
ate Conference Committee struck the 
money out of the Third Deficiency Bill. 
This was the third request for funds 
since the conclusion of World War II. 

Encouraged, nevertheless, by the fact 
that the request had reached the final 
stage of Congressional consideration be- 
fore being stricken, the Coast Guard re- 
ported that a similar request will be 
presented for fiscal year 1951. New hear- 
ings probably will be held during the 
2nd Session of the 8ist Congress. 

On 9 June the President sent the Con- 
gress a special message asking for an 
appropriation of $3,500,000 to set up a 
Coast Guard training program this year 
for 1,900 commissioned officers and 6,000 
enlisted men. Such a Coast Guard Re- 
serve, he said, should be brought to 2,469 
officers and 26,645 enlisted men in 1951. 

Mr. Truman told the Congress activa- 
tion of this Reserve was essential if the 
Coast Guard is to be ready for duties 
delegated to it. The Senate approved a 
$3,000,000 appropriation. But when the 
measure went to the conference commit- 
tee, the request for funds was deleted. 
Meanwhile, Reserve affairs will continue 
to be supervised by District Reserve Di- 
rectors, and Reservists will attend drills 
and partake of correspondence school 
courses which earn retirement points un- 
der Public Law 810, but they will receive 
no pay or allowances. 
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NEW LAW ENFORCEMENT BOAT TESTED ON LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN 
With a Coast Guard marine inspector at the wheel, one of six speedy craft recently 


delivered by Higgins, Inc., to the Coast Guard, is given a speed run test at New 


Orleans. 
and Missouri Rivers. 


a Establishes 
Albert Gallatin Award 


The Albert Gallatin Award, an official 
testimonial “recognizing long and hon- 
orable Treasury service,” has been estab- 
lished by the Treasury Department for 
presentation to eligible employees. 

The first Award certificates, bearing the 
portrait of the fourth Secretary of the 
Treasury and signed by Secretary Snyder, 
were presented recently to a group of re- 
tiring employees on the 100th anniversary 
of Gallatin’s death. 

Eligibility requires that the Treasury 
employee must have served 20 or more 
years in the Department. Coast Guard 
service, whether in peace or wartime, May 


be counted. An exception to the 20-year 


The boats will be used by the Service on the Mississippi, Tennessee, Ohio 
These 36-footers are capable of speeds up to 19 knots. 


rule is the employee who retires prior to 
20 years but has rendered “outstanding 
services.” 

Albert Gallatin was born in 1761 in 
Switzerland. He came to America to 
escape Army service as a mercenary and 
took the oath of allegiance in Virginia. 
Rejected by the Senate for membership 
because of his citizenship, Gallatin was 
returned to the House to become an ex- 
pert on financial matters. His report of 
1800, analyzing the public debt, receipts 
and expenditures of the United States, is 
still regarded as a classic. He was ap- 
pointed Secretary by President Jefferson, 
and in eight years reduced the public 
debt by 14 millions, paid 15 millions for 
the Louisiana Territory and built up a 
Treasury surplus. 
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Parents of Polio Victim 


Give $500 For Chapel 


A New Jersey father mother, 
grateful for Coast Guard assistance when 
their 21-year-old was stricken by 
poliomyelitis at sea aboard a Cunard 
liner, have contributed $500 to the Coast 
Guard Memorial Chapel Fund. 

In a letter to the Coast Guard Acad- 
emy, New London, Conn., where the 
$450,000 Chapel will be built by private 
contributions, Sidney C. Moody, Plain- 
field, N. J., said the check is “only a very 
slight token of our gratitude” and that 
it should be applied to the Fund “for 
those of the Coast Guard who are no 
longer with us.” 

The son, Sidney Moody, Jr., was en 
route home on the SS Parthia from 
a European vacation tour when he be- 
came ill. A ship radio appeal for help 
brought a request to the Coast Guard to 
transport a 300-pound iron lung and 
other accessories and a polio specialist by 
air to Nova Scotia. There the physician 
and equipment were transferred to the 
Coos Bay, which met the Parthia 200 
miles offshore. 

Tie following day the Parthia re- 
quested that a Coast Guard patrol plane 
parachute a quantity of permacide at a 


and 


son 


Academy Radio Program 


The weekly Mutual Broadcasting Sys- 
tem radio program, “Your Coast Guard 
Academy on Parade,” was inaugurated 1 
October from the Coast Guard Academy 
at New London, Conn., and featured a 
brief address by Secretary of the Treas- 
ury John W. Snyder. Twenty-six 30-min- 
ute programs are being presented on 
consecutive Saturdays, beginning at 11 
o’clock Eastern Standard Time, to publi- 
cize cadet procurement. 

Each program is built around selections 
by the Academy Band, which renders mu- 
sical salutes to selected states. Cadets 
from these states also are heard. The 


first program saluted Arkansas, of which 
Secretary Snyder is a native, and the 
second was dedicated to Connecticut. 





COAST GUARD BULLETIN 


position about 600 miles northeast of 
New York. The drop was made on 
schedule. 


“These two performances of the United 
States Coast Guard were so wonderful 
they were incredible,” wrote Mr. Moody, 
vice-president of the American Cyana- 
mid Company. “What citizen of 
other country in the world could have 
hoped to count upon such whole-hearted 
and courageous assistance? When my 
Dr. Hamblin, hung up the 
phone * * * he turned to me and 
said, ‘Thank God I’m an American!’ I 
could only add my ‘amen.’ ” 

In response to Mr. Moody’s letter, Rear 
Admiral W. N. Derby, superintendent of 
the Academy, stated, “Your letter * * * 
is a gracious expression of gratitude and 
a welcome inspiration to the morale of 
our Coast Guard personnel. Being hu- 
man, they are pleased with recognition 
of work well done, and are depressed by 
any failure to live up to the expectations 
of the public.” 


CG Pistol Teams Won't 
Alibi Poor Match Record 


Faced with official results that left 
them mostly in the “undistinguished” 
bracket, Coast Guardsmen who partici- 
pated in the recent National Trophy Pis- 
tol Matches at Ft. Sheridan, IIl., declared 
they would offer no alibis. 

It was the first Coast Guard participa- 
tion since 1940. 

In the team matches, the Cape May 
Receiving Center squad placed 17th with 
a total score of 937, well behind the 1,085 
points the winning Marine 
The 8rd District came in 
81st place with 823, immediately followed 
by the 9th District entry with 793. 

LCDR Lucius E. Wadman 
Coast Guard leader in individual com- 
petition, placing 82nd with 247 points. 
Thirteen 
other Coast Guardsmen placed mainly in 
the lower half of the 248-man contest. 
Three additional took part in the “dis- 


tinguished competitors” contest. 


any 


associate, 


seored by 
Corps School. 


was the 


The winning score was 281. 
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Historians Distribute 
Two New Monographs 


A 35-page booklet, “Weather Patrol,” 
and a 165-page booklet, “Transports and 
latest in the “Coast 
Guard At War” historical monograph 
series to be prepared and distributed 
within the Coast Guard by the Historical 
Section, Public Information Division. 

A total of 34 monographs, of which 25 
now have been distributed and six addi- 


Escorts,” are the 


tional are being typed or processed, will 
furnish basic material for the forthcom- 
ing “History of the Guard in 
World War II.” This History, expected 
to be issued late in 1950, will be in one 


Coast 


volume of some 665 pages and will con- 
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tain 32 illustrations. To date, 18 authors 
have contributed articles to the series. 

“Weather Patrol” will furnish mate- 
rial for a portion of the History’s Chap- 
ter VII, titled “Safety at Sea.” The 
monograph is divided into two parts, 
wartime and postwar weather patrols, 
and contains five appendices. The spec- 
tacular rescue of 70 persons from the 
flying boat, “Sky Queen,” by the USCGC 
Bibb in October, 1947, is described, in 
addition to a personal appraisal of 
weather patrol work by James F. Cizek, 
Aerographer’s Mate, Second Class. 

The “Transports and Escorts” mono- 
graph is filled with ships’ histories and 
accounts of wartime activities, plus nu- 
merous illustrations. 





RESERVES OPERATE “FERN” AND “SUMAC” AT LOUISVILLE STATION 


Moored alongside the Coast 


cruise. 


Guard’s only floating lifeboat 
Ky., USCGC Fern and Sumac prepare to get underway on a 


at Louisville, 
reserve training 


station 


The Louisville Reserve unit operated the vessels for one day recently while 


half the regular crews were engaged in small arins training and target practice at 


Fort Knox. 
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Coast Guard Academy 
Seeking Cadet Material 


The Coast Guard has embarked upon a 
two-barreled campaign to insure an ade- 
quate number of applications for appoint- 
ment to the Coast Guard Academy, New 
London, Conn., by 15 January, the filing 
deadline for the 1950 examinations sched- 
uled 20-21 February. 

Within the Service, qualified enlisted 
men are being encouraged by command- 
ing officers to compete for appointments. 
At the same time, every member of the 
Coast Guard, past and present, is being 
urged to lend personal support to a na- 
tion-wide educational program to tell “the 
Coast Guard story” to all likely pros- 
pects. 

Impetus to the information drive was 
caused by the result of the 1949 exami- 
nations, which eventually brought only 
159 cadets to the Academy from a start- 
ing list of 1,449. Provision had been 


Electronics Navigation 
Course Is Announced 


A new course titled “Electronics Navi- 
zation” is now available for issue, accord- 
ing to the announcement of the Coast 
Guard Institute, Groton, Conn. 

Reported to have received favorable 
comment from leading service equipment 
manufacturers, the course has been of- 
fered at the nearby Coast Guard Acad- 
emy for the indoctrination of new officers 
inducted from the merchant service. The 
first part explains the general principles 
of navigation by Loran and specific oper- 
ating instructions for currently installed 
equipment. The second part deals with 
the maximum use of radar in navigation. 
It is recommended to general duty officers 
aboard ship as well as electronic techni- 
cians, quartermasters and radarmen. 

A number of correspondence courses 
for enlisted personnel, recently revised, 
are available for issue as follows: SN, 
RN, TN, HN, FC3, SK3, GM3, EN3, RM3, 
BT3, YN3, AM3, DC3, QM3, BM3, AD3. 
EN2, EM2, S03, AM2 and MM2. 
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made for a new class of 190 members, 

The 1,449 applications brought 1,034 
nominations for the annual competitive 
examinations over the nation. The ex- 
aminations provided 572 passing scores, 
but only 275 had high enough scores to 
warrant consideration for appointment. 

Unwilling to lower the entrance stand- 
ards, Coast Guard officials decided instead 
to try to increase the number of appli- 
cations. The larger the application list, 
they believe, the larger will be the eligi- 
bility list despite physical failures and 
declinations. 

A continuing publicity campaign on the 
advantages of an Academy education and 
Coast Guard career therefore will be di- 
rected to parents, teachers and students. 
“All hands” are being urged to take part 
in this campaign. 

Despite the fact that 55 enlisted men 
applied for the 1949 examinations, with 
44 actually participating and 15 receiving 
appointments, Headquarters believes a 
much larger officer potential exists in the 
enlisted ratings. For this reason, officers 
have been asked to encourage qualified 
enlisted men to apply by official channels 
prior to 15 January. 


Adm. Louis Bennett Dies 
At Home In Long Beach 


Rear Admiral Louis L. Bennett, who 
retired from the Coast Guard 1 July, 1948, 
after 42 years’ service, died suddenly 13 
October at his home in Long Beach, Cal. 
Funeral services were held 21 October 
at Fort Myer Chapel and burial in nearby 
Arlington (Va.) National Cemetery. 

Adm. Bennett participated in the first 
International Ice Patrol in 1913 and had 
a long sea-going record. He was com- 
mended by the Chief of Naval Operations 
for mature judgment, experience and per- 
sonality during an assignment in the War 
Plans Division of the Navy (1935-6), and 
later was commended by the Secretary of 
the Navy for helping to establish the 
Coast Guard Training Station, Groton, 
Conn., of which he was commanding offi- 
cer. He commanded the 11th 
Guard District upon retirement. 
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HELICOPTER, USED FOR MANY 





PURPOSES, NOW PLANTS FISH 


With Chief Aviation Machinist A. M. Fox an interested observer, a biologist of the 
Federal Fish and Wildlife Service in the State of Washington, loads 10,000 “‘fry-size” 
trout into a Coast Guard helicopter for transportation to high mountain lakes in 


Olympic National Park. 


Fish are dropped while the ship travels from 0 to 40 miles 


per hour, depending upon wind conditions and terrain. 


Rank Of Commodore 
Terminated By President 


The rank of commodore on the active 
list of the Coast Guard, established in 
1943 as a wartime measure, has been ter- 
minated by the President under the pro- 
visions of an Act of Congress approved 
24 July, 1941. Notice of the termination, 
effective 30 September, was announced 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

On 30 September five Coast Guard offi- 
cers were serving in the rank of commo- 
dore, including L. W. Perkins, N. H. Les- 
lie, J. E. Whitbeck, J. A. Hirshfield and 
W. J. Keester. The first four on 1 Octo- 
ber reverted to their permanent rank of 


captain, the last-named retiring under 
the “30-year law” with the rank and re- 
tired pay of rear admiral. Capt. Perkins 
will advance to the rank of rear admiral 
1 December. 


Government Housekeeper 


“Times and customs change,” accord- 
ing to the Baltimore SUN, “but somehow 
the United States Coast Guard seems al- 
ways to live up to its enviable reputation 
as the housekeeping department of the 
Government. It gets the odd jobs that 
are nobody’s particular business, from 
transporting missionaries in Alaska to 
running a bird sanctuary in Hawaii.” 
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November Events 
In Coast Guard History 


1791 Nov. 17 Secretary of Treasury Hamilton fixed value of rations at 12 cents per 
day for each man in Revenue Marine. 


1808 Nov. 29 Secretary of Treasury Gallatin requested 12 new cutters to cost 
$120,000 to enforce “laws which prohibit exportation and restrain 
importations.” (Jefferson's Embargo.) 


Secretary of Treasury Spencer issued new “Rules and Regulations 
for the governing of the Revenue Cutter Service” centralizing 
control of cutters under Revenue Marine Bureau, but leaving 
superintendence and direction with Collectors of Customs. 


Captain Alexander V. Fraser, Revenue Cutter Service, appointed first 
chief of Revenue Marine Bureau in 1843, was detached to proceed 
around Cape Horn to San Francisco with new brig Lawrence. 


First lifeboat station on inland waters of United States opened at 
“Falls of the Ohio” at Louisville, Ky. Four days later 26 persons 
were rescued from City of Baton Rouge. 


Coast Guard ordered to operate as part of the Navy. 
North African Landings. 


Cutter Muskeget disappeared on North Atlantic Weather Station. 
No survivors. 


SPARS, Coast Guard Women’s Reserve organized. 
Bougainville, Solomon Islands invasion. 


Coast Guard Air Station at Floyd Bennett Field, Brooklyn, New 
York, designated as helicopter training base. 


Makin and Tarawa (Gilbert Islands) invasions. 
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